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From Rabbi Cutler’s desk 
 

These past four months in America have felt like the opening montage in a 
dystopian film about a nation come undone, a world without love. First the 
pandemic hit, and hospitals were overwhelmed. The national economy froze, 
and unemployment soared; one in four American workers has applied for un-
employment benefits since March. Lines of cars stretched for miles at food 
banks. Heavily armed lockdown protesters demonstrated across the country; 
in Michigan, they forced the Capitol to close and legislators to cancel their 
session. Nationwide, at least 110,000 people died of a disease almost no one 
had heard of last year. 
  

A few weeks ago, a Minneapolis police officer was filmed kneeling on the 
neck of a black man named George Floyd. As the life went out of him, Floyd 
pleaded that he couldn’t breathe, echoing the last words of Eric Garner, whose 2014 death at the 
hands of New York policemen helped catalyze the Black Lives Matter movement. Floyd’s death 
came only days after three Georgia men were arrested on charges of pursuing and killing a young 
black man, Ahmaud Arbery, whom they saw out running.  
 

In Minneapolis protesters poured into the streets, where they met a far harsher police response than 
anything faced by the country’s gun-toting anti-lockdown activists. Peaceful demonstrations turned 
into riots. Throughout our nation and Europe people protested to end systemic racism. Even though 
much of the rioting is done by opportunists and instigated by white nationalists and the extreme left, 
the real issues cannot get lost.  
 

The real issue is that the past several years has been marked by shocking spasms of right-wing vio-
lence: the white nationalist riot in Charlottesville, Va., the massacre at the Tree of Life synagogue in 
Pittsburgh, the mass shooting targeting Latinos in El Paso. But even as the country has simmered 
and seethed, there has not been widespread disorder. Now, though, we might be at the start of a 
long, hot summer of civil unrest. 
 

So many things make America combustible right now: mass unemployment, a pandemic that’s laid 
bare murderous health and economic inequalities, teenagers with little to do, police violence, right-
wingers itching for a second civil war, and a president eager to pour gasoline on every fire.   
These demonstrations were sparked by specific instances of police violence, but they also take place 
in a context of widespread health and economic devastation that has been disproportionately borne 
by people of color, especially those who are poor.  
 

When people are broke, and there doesn’t appear to be any assistance, there’s no leadership, and 
there’s no clarity about what is going to happen, this creates the conditions for anger, rage, despera-
tion, and hopelessness, which can be a very volatile combination.  
 

I do not think it’s an exaggeration to say that America as we know it is on the brink. We now have a 
leadership that’s been crystal clear that it’s perfectly okay if we descend into utter civil war.  
But as a Jewish community, our response must be ‘Tzedek, tzedek, tirdof – Justice, justice you shall 
pursue.’ Deuteronomy 16:20. One Voice!  
 

The pursuit of justice has, from the beginning, been a fundamental tenet of Judaism. Tzedek, means 
justice or righteousness- doing the right thing. Tzedakah is an act of justice, a duty. The intention of 
giving tzedakah is a basic Jewish goal: to enable every person to live with dignity, because every 
person has been created in the image of God. If you can give out of love, all the better says Jewish 
law, but you give because it is the right thing to do.  
 

Continued next page 
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Continued  from Rabbi’s desk  
 

A tzaddik, a righteous person, is one who embodies the quality of tzedek, treats people equitably, 
pursues justice as a matter of course. A tzaddik places himself or herself in the service of bringing 
tzedek into the world.  
 

We Jews claim that there is an impeccable standard of tzedek, and we must pursue it. It is the 
pursuit in which we are commanded to engage. That is a central reason why we Jews gather on 
the High Holy Days – to commit once again to our pursuit of doing the right thing and although we 
will fall short, we will continue to attempt the impossible.  
 
And here, we are on the brink, but the words of ‘justice’ must compel us. How do we pursue jus-
tice in our lives and in our society today? I must admit to a sense of despair and fatigue. As we 
witnessed people dying and becoming infected with no end in sight, the economy and unemploy-
ment in free fall, and the anger and despair in the streets, I can resonate with Lily Tomlin’s words: 
“No matter how cynical you become, it’s never enough to keep up.” What can we do?  
 

We become anchored in the word of Torah. We are commanded to pursue justice – to change the 
policy of unfair school funding, feed the hungry at homeless shelters, fund food pantries, get in-
volved in changing politics that show no empathy for the marginalized, do the hard work, the 
ground work. We do this work because that is who we are as a chosen people. 
  

The chaotic world of 5780 is the most important year of all because this year challenges us to pur-
sue justice.  Will we rise to the challenge?  
 

Rabbi Tarfon stated: “It is not up to you to complete the task, but neither are you freed to desist 
from it.”  
 

Rabbi Jon 
 
                                                                                                                                                                         

 
This is the Jewish prayer for swift and complete healing for the 
wounded or the sick.  Please include the following in your prayers. 
 
 If you would like to add/remove a name for this list, please email 
Deborah Kaplan dkaplan1225@yahoo.com 
 
 
 
 

Herman Behrend  Kevin Berger        Betty Bush         
Sue Cazes      Jack Cazes     Joan Cooker 
Sheldon Gerver    Doris Goldring        Susan Jacowitz    
Harold Knable           Arlene Knable          Elena Margolis     
Sandy Milberg   Sigrid Rosenthal           Leah Schmidt   
Randy Steen     Eva Skolnik    Charles Starlings 
Rivka bat Sara    Malkah bat Eliezer       Micah Chaim HaLevy ben Malka   
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President’s Article  
 
Hello, 
 
It has been a while since I have written a HaRuach article.  For those that remember from my last 
stint as Men’s Club President, they were not that frequent even then.  Maybe it was that I just did-
n’t have something to say at the time.   
 
But now I do.  I would like to say I am proud and honored to be the newly elected Beth Israel Pres-
ident. And while it may be true that it is more because I didn’t say ‘No’ when asked, I appreciate 
the trust put into my being asked and that I would accept the responsibility, as well the expectation 
that I would succeed.  Thank you to the Board for that.  I intend to live up to and hopefully exceed 
those expectations.  
Speaking of the Board, there are some changes being made.  John Barnett has decided to step 
down from the Board so he can focus on community initiatives: Interfaith Alliance Coalition (IAC), 
assisting with food drives for disadvantaged families and school-aged kids and Hesed projects, 
Beth Israel’s caring for community initiative.  I want to thank John for his many years of dedication 
to the Board especially with community outreach and special projects, and wish him much suc-
cess with his continued efforts.  Please reach out to John if you are interested in assisting him in 
any way. 
Please join me in welcoming newly elected Board members Jeff Pickholtz, Jennifer Sauls, and 
Dominik Zebrowski.  Unfortunately, it will have to be a virtual welcome as we are still having our 
monthly Board meetings online.  Note that all Board meetings are open to Beth Israel members 
and if you are interested in attending, please contact me directly to receive the link to the meeting. 
 
I also need to thank Halle Schonherz for her tremendous leadership and dedication and for her 
assistance in getting me up to speed on all things presidential. Halle has certainly raised the bar 
the last two years as she has guided the Board and Beth Israel through some challenging times.   
 
Challenging times… That’s for sure.  I don’t think anyone could have conceived of an accumula-
tion of events that we have faced so far this year, and it is only half over!  There is still so much 
unknown as to how the rest of this year will turn out.  Normally the summer is when things tend to 
slow down at Beth Israel.  Now we are busy trying to figure out when and how to reopen the syna-
gogue.  We are currently aiming at the weekend of July 17/18 for a soft re-opening.  We will use 
the end of the summer Shabbat services to practice our safety procedures before we attempt to 
have any type of limited on-premises attendance for the High Holidays in September.  Obviously, 
we will continue to stream services via FB and Zoom for those that are uncomfortable attending in 
person.  If you have any concerns, comments or questions on this or anything to do with Beth Isra-
el, please do not hesitate to call or send me an email. 
I hope you are all doing well and are trying to take advantage of relaxed restrictions.  So go out, 
get a haircut, have a meal at a restaurant, go on vacation, but please do it safely.  I want to see 
each of you once we are all allowed to be together again. 
 
Take care, 

 

Neal 
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Dear Fellow Congregants, 
 

It is hard to believe that my term as President came to a close on June 30…I’d like to take a mo-
ment and thank you for your unfettered support over the past two years. We have accomplished so 
many things as a team and we’ve experienced life events that have impacted us to the core of who 
we are individually as well as a community.  
 

As I reflect, upon my time, I must extend my deepest thanks to Neal Stone who was truly by my 
side throughout my whole tenure – I am grateful for his partnership and willingness to stay close 
and provide help whenever I needed a sounding board. I feel extremely confident that you will be in 
excellent hands with Neal as your incoming President and the wonderful Officers and Board of Di-
rectors moving into position. I would also like to give a shout out to Mark – thank you for helping me 
through the initial transition and keeping me on track with many of the formalities of role, constitu-
tion and by-laws and for his advice over the years. 
 

I am thankful for the Exec Board – Neal, Stu, Roz, Mark – we tackled quite a number of things over 
the past 24 months with your collective insights and wisdom, great strides. I am also thankful for the 
wisdom and support of the past presidents who continue to serve and provide counsel as needed 
and as sought: Mark, Drew, Rob, Cindy, Linda, Gary, Morrie.  
 

The Board is not a Board without the dedication and commitment of the Directors and Trustees – 
thank you for showing up and making a difference – Beth Israel is lucky to have so many wonderful 
members who seek out leadership roles requiring time and resource commitments to bring joy to so 
many others in our BI Community: Nadine, Heather, John, Paul, Marcy, Mandy, Aaron, Michelle, 
Robin, Jeff, Don and Ed. 
 

Thank you to the two pillars of our Community’s children’s education: Joanie and Adrianne; as well 
as the dedicated, passionate women who have joined forces to co-lead Sisterhood: Sharon and 
Maxine; and of course, Robin – without your musical obsession and your willingness to bring to life 
the spirit that Rabbi envisions – we wouldn’t have a wonderful choir and a melodic foundation to our 
rituals. 
 

There are so many others who rise to various occasions to help manage or facilitate our never-
ending list of technologies and communications: Heather, Phyllis, Cassandra, Jennifer, Jaimee, 
John, Deborah, Cindy, Jody, Rachel  – thank you for being the force behind the scenes to keep 
everyone informed of all that is going on in our ecosystem. Security and Building were two signifi-
cant focal points over the past two years – thank you to those who have supported enhancements 
in these areas: Rob, Stu, Cyd, Don, Steve, Terry (may he rest in peace) and Cindy.  I’d also like 
to extend a thank you to Bernice for relentlessly managing the office, keeping things running year 
in and year out. 
 

Finally, Rabbi Jon, all I can offer is a most heartfelt thank you – for believing in me, standing by me, 
pushing us, having a vision for where we can and ought to go, for your relentless drive and for AL-
WAYS being on time for our lunch meetings, for which I cannot claim the same diligence. I truly ap-
preciate your thoughtfulness, interest in me personally, your enduring stakeholder-ship in Beth Is-
rael’s small, medium and large successes and most importantly, pursing our place as a beacon in 
the Chester County Jewish Community. 
 

Todah to everyone who has reached out to me and with whom I’ve crossed paths with in the halls 
of Beth Israel – we undoubtedly have an incredible mishpocha for which I hope you are all proud. 
 

I’ll be around…sincerely, Halle 
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   Religious School Chai-lights   
By Joanie Sharp 

 

I just learned about a wonderful free opportunity for Jewish kids’/families’ summer remote programming 
through an overnight Jewish farm camp program in Putnam Valley, New York called Eden Village 
Camp, NY. Since they aren’t able to have kids at camp this summer, they figured out how to facilitate 
Earth-based Jewish programming online, and are offering it as a resource for Religious Schools. 

Eden Village HOME(in)STEAD is designed to get kids outside, creating new things, experiencing nature, 
and connecting with each other -- all the best parts of their regular camping experience. Most programs 
are drop-in, with flexibility for families to engage at their convenience, and will remain accessible online 
throughout the summer.  

Check out their website for DIY videos of favorite projects (from whittling and poi to tincture-making and 
natural dyeing), live cooking classes, camper-led electives, a weekly scavenger hunt, an interactive ra-
dio show, and more! 

Check it out!!! www.Edenvillagecamp.org 

While you are home this month, PLEASE take a few minutes to fill out new registration forms and safety 
forms for each of your children for the new school year. You can find them on the Beth Israel website 

(www.bethisraelpa.org ) on the Religious School page. You can fill them out from the website, 

save, and send to me electronically, or you can print them out and send back filled out hard copies to 
the main office. 

Stay safe and hope you enjoy some of these fun activities from Eden Village HOME(in)STEAD! 
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Lori Cherry  7/1   
Steven Simon 7/3   
Phylis Hochberg 7/5   
Adam Dinerman 7/6   
David A. Harries 7/7   
Harold Knable 7/10   
Brian Schonherz 7/10   
Heidi Block  7/13   
Aaron Blom  7/15   
Jonathan Scharf 7/18   
Mark Segal  7/18   
Randy Steen  7/18   
Sydney Greenfield 7/20 12th birthday 
Kate Kauffman 7/22   
David Eaton  7/26 19th birthday 
Josh Schifter  7/26   
Shelly Kramer 7/29   
Cassandra Lam 7/29   
Jaimee Helbein 7/30   
Roz Goldstein 7/31   
Stephen Schmidt 7/31   
Neal Stone  7/31   

 
Andrew & Heidi Block  7/5 28th  
Susan &. Gary Levin  7/11 44th 
Ilene & Richard Lipow  7/20 34th  
Robert & Kathy Greer  7/21 29th 
Mark & Ann McPhillimey 7/21 23rd 

LACHALL, COHEN & SAGNOR 
 
 

H. MICHAEL COHEN 
Attorney at Law 

 

Tel. (610) 436-9300        144 West Market Street 
Fax      (610) 696-7962       West Chester, PA 19382-2985 
Email: mcohen@lcslaw.com 
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Sisterhood: 
Join an Alliance and “Pray with your Feet” 

by Maxine Endy 
 
Our children, yours and mine, in every school across the land, 
each morning pledge allegiance to the flag of the United States 
and to the republic for which it stands. They, the children, 
speak fervently and innocently of this land as the land of 
"liberty and justice for all." The time, I believe, has come to 
work together–-for it is not enough to hope together, and it is 
not enough to pray together—to work together that this chil-
dren's oath, pronounced every morning from Maine to Califor-
nia, from North to South, may become. a glorious, unshakeable 
reality in a morally renewed and united America.  -Rabbi Joa-

chim Prinz Speech, 1963 Washington March 
 
Allan Endy was born into the Beth Israel family, but it took until 2000 when we moved here, for us 
both to become members.  We found that there was an interfaith group and we thought joining it 
would be a great way to get to know people in the area and get reacquainted with BICC members.  
It truly was, and we learned a great deal about ourselves and others.  We found people learned 
about each other and got to accept each other as equals. 
 
Recently I attended a Zoom series on antisemitism in which I was reminded that what the past tells 
us about the present can be useful information. As Malcom X pointed out “Of all our studies, history 
is the best qualified to guide us” in the present. 
 
There are commonalities of antisemitism through the ages.  They are that the fundamental ideology 
is white supremacy. These views flourish in unstable times, and alliances with others help us to 
fight against Anti-Semitism. Some examples of how we have formed alliances:  In the 1040s The 
National Council of Christians and Jews was begun.  They started what was called the “Tolerance 
Trios” of Protestants, Catholics, and Jews.  Then the military was instrumental in its chaplaincy pro-
gram to promote interfaith work.  More alliances formed through the times. 
 
The message then is to “Ally yourself!”  Rabbi Abraham Joshua Heschel said “…no religion is an 
island” and “racism is man’s gravest threat to man–the maximum hatred for a minimum of reason.”  
Our first foray into becoming members by joining the interfaith group gave us much more than a 
way to connect.  I see now that it helped bridge a tremendous divide among neighbors.  We found 
that so many commonalities would prevent bad feelings.  Currently John Barnett has been at the 
forefront of our Beth Israel commitment to the Interfaith Alliance here in Chester County.  And at 
BICC we have made forays into a Black Jewish Synagogue suggested by Rabbi Cutler, to be able 
to understand the needs of Black Jews. 
 

Continued next page 
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 SISTERHOOD SNIPPETS by Maxine Endy 

      
Sisterhood held a Zoom meeting on May 26th and discussed our offering 
High Holy Day Virtual Honey Cake greetings.  A committee is working on 
the details. 
 
Two new members joined Sisterhood: Jill Harries and Samantha Judovits. 
 
The Sisterhood 2020-21 Budget and Slate for the coming year are both in process. 
 
Adult Education is working on a zoom cooking presentation.  We will learn to make a delicious Is-
raeli Shabbat Dinner in August!  Stay tuned for more information. 
 
Adult Education is presenting Rabbi Richard Address, expert on Sacred Living,  on Sunday, Octo-
ber 18th at 10:00 AM via Zoom or perhaps in person.   Everyone is invited.   Members and friends 
of BICC are invited. 
 
Our next meeting on Zoom was scheduled on Tuesday, June 23rd at 8:00 PM.   
 

  

 

Continued Sisterhood 
 
In light of the recent uprisings in our cities over the unfair, unequal, and monstrous handling of race 
relations, we need to unite with our black brothers and sisters.  Unequal treatment of one leads to 
unequal treatment of all.   We need to work together to make things better, to fight against antisem-
itism and racism.  We need to unite with our brothers and sisters to fight to make each person 
equal in the eyes of our government and ourselves.  As Jews, we are committed to the idea of not 
remaining silent in the face of hatred and bigotry.  We pledge to our brothers and sisters in the Afri-
can-American community – all communities of color – and to all people, to stand together to re-
verse the systemic racism embedded within our country’s institutions and society in general.    
Congratulations to Jon Barnett and those working with the IAC to begin the process of providing 
equal justice for all.    We need now to translate our prayers into actions.   We should learn to “pray 
with our feet.” (A.J. Heschel) 
 
Bibliography 
Heschel https://kinginstitute.stanford.edu/encyclopedia/heschel-abraham-joshua 
Prinz information and speech http://www.joachimprinz.com/civilrights.htm 
Beth Israel San Diego suggestions Talking to Young Children about Bias and Reducing Prejudice: https://
www.adl.org/education/resources/tools-and-strategies/talking-to-young-children-about-prejudice?
fbclid=IwAR0LYl105WSuElvd-_CK532nbOGc-ZfWqodPQSA4X9MT-ndpA24keZOR7i4  
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It’s easy to fall into a routine of asking your child simple questions. Many yes, no, or 
other one-word response questions are necessary—but to help your child learn and 
develop, open-ended questions are better. 
 
Questions that ask children to share their ideas and feelings are much more engag-
ing. They stimulate curiosity, inspire creativity, develop language skills, and build vo-
cabulary. 
 
Here are some prompts to help you build open-ended questions into your routine 
Questions for Science and Math Exploration 
 Tell me about your ___________. 
 What would happen if you ___________? 
 What might you try instead? 
 What does it look/feel/smell like? 
 How did you figure that out? 
 What else can this be used for? 
 
Questions for Art and Dramatic Play 
 Tell me about what you are doing/making. 
 Tell me a story about your picture. 
 Why did you choose to use_________? 
 What can we make with these materials? 
 What would happen if_______? 
 If you were a doctor/dancer/firefighter, what tools would you need? 
 
Questions for Reading Together 
 What was your favorite part of the story? Why? 
 Do you think __________ (main character) solved the problem in a good/bad way? 
 If you were _________ (main character), what would you have done differently? 
 What is another way this story could end? 
 Which character would you like to be friends with? Why? 
 Would you recommend this book to a friend? Why or why not? 
 

 
from 
https://www.naeyc.org/resources/pubs/tyc/apr2020/message-backpack-spark-creative-
thinking  

 

Preschool &  

Kindergarten  News   by Adrianne Liebman 
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Beth Israel Hesed  
The concept of Hesed and Tikkun Olam is at the heart of Judaism.  Your Hesed 
Team is continuing Beth Israel’s history of social involvement and service.  Every-
one is welcome to help in whatever capacity and interest they have.  Contact Rab-
bi Jon to get involved.  
 

Last month, the Preschool and Religious School invited the congregation to join them in collecting 
specific food items for donation to Operation 143.  Thank you to Adrianne and Joanie for allowing us 
all to participate in this!  And many thanks to everyone who donated.   
 

100% of Pottstown students are eligible for free lunch.  The food items filled two cars to the head-
lights!  Started in 2011, Operation 143 is a 501c3 nonprofit organization providing food to students in 
our local Community who would go without over the weekend.  They work to help homeless and food 
insecure students succeed by addressing the issue of childhood hunger.  Each bag contains enough 
food for dinner Friday night, breakfast, lunch, and dinner Saturday and Sunday, along with some 
snacks and water. All items are pre-made and no cooking required.  Learn more about Operation 
143.  https://operation143.org/about-us/ 
 

We may continue our connection to the Pottstown students with the guidance of a Pottstown kinder-
garten teacher, our own Evelyne Blair-Miller.  If you have an interest in ongoing support for this, 
please contact Rabbi Jon.   
 

This month, Judy Rosen is leading a group, teaming up with the Interfaith Action Community, to pro-
vide one week of dinner meals to the residents of St. Mary’s Franciscan Shelter in Phoenixville.  We 
will have the opportunity to repeat this next year along with the IAC.   
 

Our PA Education Fair Funding group is humming along, advocating to correct the unfair method of 
distributing state funds to PA Schools.  State funds are distributed currently without regard to the 
number of students in a district, the needs, nor poverty level, resulting in systemic racism with whiter 
districts receiving more than less white districts of similar wealth levels.  For summary of the issues, 
you can view this slide show.    https://drive.google.com/file/d/18sDxA2E8qTxQX5jGU0i1pCpWZd_wAGmj/view?usp=sharing 
 

Several BI congregants and BI friends have sewn face masks.  Through their efforts Beth Israel do-
nated over 150 masks to the Coatesville Veterans Administration for staff and homeless veterans.  
The need continues.  If you would like to coordinate this effort further, please contact Rabbi Jon.   
 

Beginning this week, Tikkun Olam of Kesher Israel and our Hesed Team will be sharing information 
so that we can provide opportunities for more people in both congregations to do good.  Here is some 
information from Sara Bleemer of the KI TO committee  --  HIAS PA is a legal and social services 
agency for refugees and immigrants based in Philadelphia.  They work with thousands of clients, 
many of whom have been negatively impacted by COVID-19.  Their clients need food and material 
goods and HIAS is developing a network of volunteers to help.   There is a particular need for volun-
teers in Chester County.  Volunteers can be one-time or recurring.  If you can be a driver, shopper, or 
cover some of their expenses, please click here to learn more and signup.  https://docs.google.com/forms/
d/e/1FAIpQLSdZgK34WC5xzeUaMZGg7iqr_UVrlX2DClRAtjQMQOkfi2nsDw/viewform 
 

 There have been many articles written during this pandemic about our ‘rights’ as citizens. In an arti-

cle written by Ruth Messinger, former head of the American Jewish World Service originally printed in 

Shma magazine and reprinted by My Jewish Learning (web site), Ms. Messinger discusses the differ-

ences and similarities between American rights and Jewish responsibilities. She writes much more 

eloquently and succinctly than I can, so please take a read here.  Let us know what you think. 

https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/rights-amp-responsibilities/  Thank you to Sara Bleemer for the preceding.   
 

Shalom!!  
 

https://operation143.org/about-us/
https://operation143.org/about-us/
https://operation143.org/about-us/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/18sDxA2E8qTxQX5jGU0i1pCpWZd_wAGmj/view?usp=sharing
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001OKgN0qfLn6CP5R_CeUHuG8ZGMC7jTOhuzd21f1KmjcfyoDbLgM-ps9zr-li-Nrnh14onkHL7TbcGYab_CDIrFzoDflcUVtC1ZwC4H2Ee7vKqBpX_HzMl7NrMU7KMcD8pONgsoWlbm0Q9iUthK6Sa691K8wWuSvSsiDSQ_et1RvRWWaVpqF-Zvv12e9nIOkz7aIkpyp3rh1Qqi4_XGuLZGJnUyAzpUvn25djd
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdZgK34WC5xzeUaMZGg7iqr_UVrlX2DClRAtjQMQOkfi2nsDw/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdZgK34WC5xzeUaMZGg7iqr_UVrlX2DClRAtjQMQOkfi2nsDw/viewform
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/rights-amp-responsibilities/
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Todah Rabah! Tzedakah is a mitzvah, a unique privilege granted to every 

Jew.   Remembering friends and family in this manner is an appropriate way  to show 
our feelings towards both our loved ones and our community.  We want to thank the 
following for their contributions: 

General Operating Fund 
In honor of Shabbat services on-line,  
it is so uplifting. 
 From Phylis Hochberg 
 
L’dor  V’dor Fund 
In honor of Sarah Solomon  
becoming a Bat Mitzvah 
 From Steven and Nancy Goldberg  
 
Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 
Donation 
 From Rosalyn Cadoff 
 

In memory of Vicki’s parents, 
 Ronald and Winifred Foye 
 From Neal and Vicki Stone 
 
Donation  
 From Steven and Nancy Goldberg 
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From the Rabbinical Assembly: 
Conservative/Masorti Rabbis Respond to  

the Murder of George Floyd, Pattern of Racism,  
Police Brutality Against Black Americans 

 
New York – In 2016, in response to incidents of police brutality against black people in Ferguson 
(Missouri), Baltimore, and other cities in the United States, the Rabbinical Assembly, the internation-
al association for Conservative/Masorti rabbis, passed a Resolution on Racial Injustice and Police 
Brutality, which called on lawmakers to pass legislation aimed at reducing decades of historically 
high levels of inequality, especially in our prison system. It also called on members across the coun-
try to form deep, meaningful relationships with local communities across lines of faith and race, in 
order to better understand the issues that impact us all and to be in solidarity with movements for 
racial justice and inequality.  
 

We are dismayed that since then, insufficient progress has been made, and as we bear witness to-
day to the brutality of treatment and subsequent death of George Floyd by law enforcement, we can-
not remain silent. As the Torah teaches, we will not stand idly by while our neighbor’s blood is shed 
(Lev. 19:16). 
 

The scourge of racism is prevalent in only some - but far too much - of our law enforcement, and 
must be addressed. Those guilty of abuse must be held accountable to the strictest penalty. It has 
become painfully evident that the overwhelming majority of decent officers, and others entrusted with 
police powers and their oversight, have not been able to make the necessary changes to a system 
that disproportionately targets minority communities and people of color. 
 

We join in the collective call for peace and reflection during civil unrest, but understand that to 
achieve this end we must act. For these reasons, the Rabbinical Assembly calls on legislators at the 
national, state, and local levels to fundamentally change their approach to law enforcement and the 
justice system so that they serve and protect all Americans, regardless of race or ethnicity. We en-
courage our own members to reach out to other communities, to Jews of Color, as well as to local 
law enforcement to help lead and shape these endeavors within the community. 
 

United in purpose, we will dismantle the systemic racism all too embedded still within American law 
enforcement and its justice system. The firing, and we hope prosecution, of the four Minneapolis po-
lice officers involved in this one egregious murder is a necessary step. Yet it cannot be the only ac-
tion against structural injustices that have plagued generations and continue to this day.  
We must forever strive for a free and just society for all people. 
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Yahrzeits 

Observed 6/26-6/27   
George Edelman 7/1 Tammuz 9 
Ronald Kaufmann 7/1 Tammuz 9 
Marcus Rosenblum 7/1 Tammuz 9 
Sofia Chafetz  7/2 Tammuz 10 
Florence Baer  7/3 Tammuz 11 
Fannie Berliner  7/3 Tammuz 11 
Morris Cadoff  7/3 Tammuz 11 
Max Kalick  7/3 Tammuz 11 
Anne Lieberman 7/3 Tammuz 11 
 
Observed 7/3-7/4   
Emmy Behrend  7/4 Tammuz 12 
Barbara Casson  7/4 Tammuz 12 
Conrad Apfelbaum 7/5 Tammuz 13 
Sara Goldberg  7/5 Tammuz 13 
Chaim Kleeman  7/5 Tammuz 13 
Chanah Anne Kleeman 7/5 Tammuz 13 
Hyman Pogach  7/5 Tammuz 13 
William Shafrin  7/5 Tammuz 13 
William Chertok  7/6 Tammuz 14 
Morris Kramer  7/6 Tammuz 14 
Gustav Levy  7/7 Tammuz 15 
William Miller  7/7 Tammuz 15 
Sylvia Rubin  7/7 Tammuz 15 
Aaron Levine  7/8 Tammuz 16 
Norma Miller  7/8 Tammuz 16 
Bebe Shanholtz  7/8 Tammuz 16 
Larry Israelson  7/9 Tammuz 17 
Nathan Sofer  7/9 Tammuz 17 
Meyer Wexler  7/9 Tammuz 17 
Max Cohen  7/10 Tammuz 18 
Bernice Goldhirsh 7/10 Tammuz 18 
George Knable  7/10 Tammuz 18 
Albert Lassoff  7/10 Tammuz 18 
 
Observed 7/10-7/11   
Abraham Margolis 7/11 Tammuz 19 
Morris Margolis  7/11 Tammuz 19 
Ida Sugarman  7/11 Tammuz 19 
Isaak Molinsky  7/12 Tammuz 20 
Shirley Stone  7/12 Tammuz 20 
Rose Batt  7/13 Tammuz 21 
Anna Buch  7/13 Tammuz 21 
Lillian Goldstein  7/14 Tammuz 22 
Herbert Baer  7/15 Tammuz 23 

Gladys Fanaroff  7/16 Tammuz 24 
Irene Howald  7/16 Tammuz 24 
Herbert Kauffman 7/16 Tammuz 24 
Benjamin Rabinowitz 7/16 Tammuz 24 
Mollie Katz  7/17 Tammuz 25 
Solomon Kline  7/17 Tammuz 25 
Aaron Novell  7/17 Tammuz 25 
Louis Wallick  7/17 Tammuz 25 
 
Observed 7/17-7/18   
Donald Kabakow 7/18 Tammuz 26 
Harriet Pomerantz 7/18 Tammuz 26 
Harry H. Silver  7/18 Tammuz 26 
Rose Berks  7/19 Tammuz 27 
Alexander Endy  7/19 Tammuz 27 
Mary Fryer  7/19 Tammuz 27 
Sara Kauffman  7/19 Tammuz 27 
Jean Berse  7/20 Tammuz 28 
Mellissa Gosule  7/20 Tammuz 28 
Bertha Suckonic  7/21 Tammuz 29 
Harold Zislis  7/21 Tammuz 29 
Selig Cohen  7/22 Av 1 
Lillian Kenig  7/22 Av 1 
Herbert Kleeman 7/22 Av 1 
Marilyn Rubin  7/22 Av 1 
Leah Zieff  7/22 Av 1 
Sol Milberg  7/23 Av 2 
Sol Stone  7/24 Av 3 
 
Observed 7/24-7/25   
Esther Kalstein  7/25 Av 4 
Meyer Moscow  7/26 Av 5 
Tamara Simon  7/26 Av 5 
Nettie Wallick  7/26 Av 5 
Peter Gordon  7/27 Av 6 
Samuel Odell  7/27 Av 6 
Samuel Steinberg 7/27 Av 6 
Bernice Baker  7/28 Av 7 
Reba Epstein  7/28 Av 7 
Barbara Frankel  7/28 Av 7 
Abraham Hendel 7/28 Av 7 
Louis Jaffe  7/28 Av 7 
Max Narod  7/28 Av 7 
 

Continued next page 
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Yahrzeits 

Observed 7/24-7/25   
Carl Abrams  7/30 Av 9 
Joseph Freedman 7/30 Av 9 
Harriet Friedman 7/30 Av 9 
Lawence Feldman 7/31 Av 10 
Abraham Hillman 7/31 Av 10 
Bessie Hurwitz  7/31 Av 10 
Harry Kirschenbaum 7/31 Av 10 
Mildred Mesirov  7/31 Av 10 
 
Observed 7/31-8/1   
David Bomzer  8/1 Av 11 
Richard Morgon  8/1 Av 11 
Dorothy Halpren  8/2 Av 12 

Milton Margolis  8/2 Av 12 
Sylvia Riebman  8/3 Av 13 
Esther Spitz  8/3 Av 13 
Charles Goldring 8/4 Av 14 
E. Mary Rigano  8/4 Av 14 
Nathan Klein  8/5 Av 15 
Arthur Jacobs  8/6 Av 16 
Ruth Kauffman  8/6 Av 16 
Max Rothstein  8/6 Av 16 
Phyllis Brown  8/7 Av 17 
Celia Endy  8/7 Av 17 
Celia Endy  8/7 Av 17 
Ella Frank  8/7 Av 17 
Rueven Stark  8/7 Av 17 

November 14 
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See up-to-date Calendar on www.bethisraelpa.org for highlights 
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